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There are four parts to tonight’s talk: 

 

1.  Types of funders and where to find them 

2.  Working with nonprofits—questions to ask in order to write the grant 

3.  The grant proposal itself:  pieces and parts 

4.  Compensation—issues to keep in mind  

 



 

 

 

 

Types of Foundations 
 

 

Private Foundations also called Independent Foundations 

 Most common 

 Many are family foundations  

 All family foundations are private, not all private foundations are family  

 foundations 

 Examples:  Gates Family Foundation (Denver), Brett Family Foundation  

 

Community Foundations 

 Geographically based 

 Umbrella for many endowments (small) 

 Both raise $ and grant $ 

 Often have very specific criteria  

 Examples:  Denver Community Foundation, The Community Foundation Serving  

  Boulder County  

 

 

Corporate Foundations 

 Separate in function from the companies that created them 

 But their interests are still aligned with the business 

 Either endowed or annually funded w/ pretax $ from the corp.  
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 

This list of resources is accessible from the underlined “Resources” link at the top left 

of the page (accessible only from within the library or with a subscription)—not the 

“Resources & Links” listing that is in all capitals at the bottom of the page.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sample Profile page from the Colorado Grants Guide 

Go to Foundation Website for complete Foundation Information  

 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Parts of the Proposal 
 

Letter of inquiry 

 Pre-proposal letter 

 1-3 pages 

 Helps foundations screen applicants—they then invite full proposals 

 Link funder’s priorities and your program 

 Provide credibility—your history, past work 

 Explain how $$ would be spent  

 

Cover letter (sent with a full proposal) 

 Remind reader of any relationship or previous communication you’ve had 

 State how much $ requesting 

 Describe mission (brief) and why the project is essential to your work 

 Explain how your proposal meets the foundation’s guidelines and interests 

 Offer to provide additional info 

 1-2 pages 

Cover letters may get separated from proposal itself—don’t put info in the letter that isn’t 

also in the proposal  

 

 

Narrative (from Colorado Common Grant Application) 

 Background,  

Goals 

Current Programs  

Program/Capital Requests 

Evaluation  

Collaboration 

Inclusiveness 

Board/Governance  

Volunteers  

Planning  

Optional Additional Information 

 

Manners 

 Write a thank you note even if you get turned down 

 Keep doors open 

 Write a thank you note when you get a grant 

  Write a note about progress 

  Send an evaluation report at the end of the grant period 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 
http://www.coloradononprofits.org   
 

http://www.coloradononprofits.org/


 

Principles and Practices for Nonprofit Excellence 

 

 

 
 

 



Helpful Links:   

 

Colorado Grants Guide: www.crcamerica.org/online_grantsguide/  (easy to find on Google) 
 Free online access at Norlin Library on the CU Boulder campus 

 Also see the “Resources” links—at the top (campus access only) and the bottom of the Home Page 

 

The Foundation Directory:  http://fconline.foundationcenter.org/  (published by the Foundation Center) 

 Free online access at the Denver Public Library, main branch only  

 

Colorado Common Grant Application:  http://www.coloradocommongrantforms.org/ (easy to Google) 

 Be sure to use the User’s Guide 

 

Volunteer Connection:  http://www.volunteerconnection.net/ 

 Lists organizations that are looking for volunteer grant writers 

 Keywords to try:  grant writer, grants, development, fundraising  

 

Colorado Nonprofit Association:  http://www.coloradononprofits.org/ 

 Helpful resources, includes the “Principles and Practices” publication 

 

 

 

 

Grant Writing Class 
CU Boulder Continuing Education 

Taught by Christine Macdonald, Ph.D. 

www.colorado.edu/conted 

Look under “Career” and then under “Professional Development” 

 

4 sessions:  June 8, 15, 22, 29   

6:00-8:00 pm  

Course Overview 
Session 1:  Grant Writing in Context; Know Your Project and Organization 

Session 2:  Research Methods & Finding Funding Sources: Your Community,  

      Demographic Data, Colorado Grants Guide, Foundation Center  

Session 3:  Audience-Centered Writing; Matching Memo  

Session 4:  Grant Proposal Pieces and Parts, Colorado Common Grant Application 

 

http://www.crcamerica.org/online_grantsguide/
http://www.volunteerconnection.net/
http://www.coloradononprofits.org/
http://www.colorado.edu/conted

